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Yusuf Khan one day overheard the. Shah saying
to the Vazir: " Yusuf Khan is a very competent
fellow. From the day that he became steward,
these sitting rooms are kept in excellent condition.
He knows exactly what I like and is changing
the carpets and the screens from time to time
and keeping everything spick and span. You
know that Shiraz carpet with the design of the
peacock: formerly, whenever it was taken out, I
used to feel anxious lest it should be ruined by
some carelessness of the servants. Now I have no
such fear."
The Vazir answered: " Since, four years
ago, Your Majesty had a steward whipped for
allowing it to be dirtied, it is not merely you that
is afraid when it is taken out: a few other persons
are also in fear."
41 So you remember that occasion," said the
Shah. "That was for other reasons but if the
carpet should be ruined, how is it to be replaced ?"
And then, he talked of other things. That day
the Vazir told Yusuf Khan before leaving that the
Shah had spoken in high terms of him.
Yusuf Khan suspected all these people. Some
of the men in the Shah's personal service envied
him as an interloper who had prospered a little too
fast. The Vazir did not know Yusuf well; so,